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Report Financial Education Outreach by July 7 
The Credit Union Financial Education Network (CUFEN), formerly known as the National Youth Involvement Board (NYIB), is 
collecting information from credit unions regarding their financial education outreach for all ages for the period of July 1, 2024 to 
June 30, 2025. Please take a minute to review the reporting step-by-step instructions then submit the report for your credit union 
online using the easy-to-complete report form by July 7, 2025. 
 

ICUF Golf Outing Set for August 27 at Bliss Creek – Registration Open 
The ICU Foundation will hold its annual golf outing on Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at Bliss Creek Golf Course in Sugar Grove.  We 
hope you will join us for a day of fun on the golf course.  We are looking for golfers to participate in the scramble as well as 
sponsors for the event.  Register Today! 
 

CU Imagine Contest Returns – Win $5,000! 
The ICU Foundation is offering a $5,000 prize to the credit union who presents a unique idea for making a meaningful impact on 
credit unions, credit union members, credit union employees, and/or their communities incorporating findings from the 2024 
Multicultural Opportunity Report or using United Way ALICE data.  Contest finalists will present their ideas at ICUL Annual 
Convention on October 23.  Think of CU Imagine as our version of Shark Tank.  Applications accepted June 2 – September 5, 2025. 
Contest information, official rules, and entry form are available online. 
 

ICUF Partners with Cornerstone CU Foundation for CU Principles & Philosophy Workshop in 
St. Louis July 29-31 – Sign Up Today 
The ICU Foundation is partnering with the Cornerstone CU Foundation on their annual Principles & Philosophy Conference which 
is set for July 29-31 in St. Louis, MO.  This workshop is a deeper dive than the current 1-Day Exploring Why program the ICU 
Foundation has scheduled for November. ICUL-affiliated CUs who will be able to register at the discounted member rate $749 (vs 
$1,149 for non-members) by using the code ICUL25. 
 

ICUF & Envisant Co-Sponsor 2025 1-to-1Woman Mentoring Program – Apply Today! 
The ICU Foundation and Envisant are co-sponsoring a cohort for the 1to1Woman Mentoring Program which will take place August 
– September 2025. Check out the details online. Please complete the 1to1Woman Mentoring Program Interest Form by June 27, 
2025 to let us know you would like to be a part of this cohort. 
 

Congratulations New CUDEs Jamie Propst, Matthew Rizzie & Nicole Shaw 
Congratulations to the following peoplw who earned their Credit Union Development Educator (CUDETM) desingation from the 
National Credit Union Foundation during June 2024:  Jamie Propst, Director of Member Support, University of Illinois Community 
CU, Matthew Rizzie, Executive Director, GLCU Foundation (Great Lakes CU), and to Nicole Shaw, Marketing Coordinator, 
Cooperative Choice Network CU.  More than 2,000 credit union advocates from 35 countries received their CUDETM designation.  
Futher details about the program are available here. 
 

ICUF Multicultural Opportunity Report Insight 
The 2024 Multicultural Opportunity Report examines demographic trends in the state which credit unions can use for strategic 
planning. In addition, recordings of the 2-part webinar series to share the findings (Part 1) and review opportunities to put into 
action (Part 2) are also available in the secured area in our website. Click here to sign in to the secured area in our website, then 
use this link to access the report and support materials. 
 

Understand Healthcare Issues 

https://cufen.kadince.com/external/forms/fe47146e86f465de9836376e51c0cf0d
https://www.cufen.org/
https://www.icul.com/events/icuf-golf-outing/
https://www.icul.com/member-resources/icu-foundation/cu-imagine/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornerstone.swoogo.com%2F25pandp&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Murphy%40ICUL.COM%7Cefbff5e1638244ec98af08dd89b5ba5a%7C31a0eadc9f6b416293f3b5887f1db82c%7C0%7C0%7C638818135786516080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JjBzGGGwqri%2FDkmOn0MwQnOY1m%2FtY%2BZs25ualNCDdLM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.icul.com/media/leypht4a/1-to-1woman-mentoring-2025-icul-announcement.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficul.lsc.net%2Fe%2F462982%2Fr-72VYHNQ%2F958npb%2F1350033696%2Fh%2F5iUM8YXaEhQ1ysa1y8AAwY_M2sqFjccakvIIIuM4Cis&data=05%7C02%7Cmelanie.murphy%40icul.com%7Cbd5aa815885748cc08f908dc4cd3941d%7C31a0eadc9f6b416293f3b5887f1db82c%7C0%7C0%7C638469718818364734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EfAzRy4yYqirUSWVTpCWJkwtqn1kXh2pxxe6vy6eOSY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ncuf.coop/development-education/program/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficul.lsc.net%2Fe%2F462982%2Fmember-login-%2F95cyxg%2F1406110639%2Fh%2FroiuoZkN4Eepc1TojIcySFfyUGN5KEfT1hxDX5M1V0I&data=05%7C02%7Cmelanie.murphy%40icul.com%7Cb914aeac5c674ddb544b08dc96e0106c%7C31a0eadc9f6b416293f3b5887f1db82c%7C0%7C0%7C638551136340168826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGWOIbl4IpUYpF2NLYVn838bkqs9mlN6710mkNL1o50%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficul.lsc.net%2Fe%2F462982%2Fticultural-opportunity-report-%2F95cyxk%2F1406110639%2Fh%2FroiuoZkN4Eepc1TojIcySFfyUGN5KEfT1hxDX5M1V0I&data=05%7C02%7Cmelanie.murphy%40icul.com%7Cb914aeac5c674ddb544b08dc96e0106c%7C31a0eadc9f6b416293f3b5887f1db82c%7C0%7C0%7C638551136340175151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xftFeiQ5zxyp2dvkjYhsnaZk2YJaNWY8L57f0mkJvMo%3D&reserved=0


Learning: “While Illinois grapples with significant public health issues like chronic diseases, behavioral health problems, and 
maternal/child health disparities, state-sponsored efforts and other community partnerships are underway to address these 
challenges and promote health equity statewide. Credit unions can play a vital role in assisting Illinoisians facing financial strain 
due to various types of household expenditures and debt related to healthcare costs.” 
 
Actions: 1) Become a “Health Influencer”, 2) Assist Members in Clearing Medical Debt Wisely 
 

Foundation Questions? 
Contact Melanie Murphy at 224-407-0440 or melanie.murphy@icul.com. 
 
CCCU    

REMINDERS 
 

ICUF Scholarships & Grants 
The ICU Foundation offers Grants of up to $10,000 to cover a wide variety of projects to help credit unions grow and expand their 
services.  ICU Foundation Scholarships can be used for a wide variety of education programs.  All ICUL-affiliated CUs are eligible, 
and applications are accepted year-round.  We encourage you to apply early in the year since funds are available and awarded on 
a first-come, first-served basis.  Check out the scholarship & grant details online. 
 

Reality Fair Programs 
Teen Reality Fairs teach students how to manage money and the importance of a budget or spending plan. The Bite of Reality 
program and resources, offered by the ICU Foundation at no cost to credit unions, is available in a variety of formats (app-based, 
computer-accessible, and paper packets).  Retirement Reality Fairs are similar to Teen Fairs except the participants can use their 
real-life situations instead of pretend scenarios when planning for the future. The Retire on Track program and resources are 
provided by the ICU Foundation at no cost to credit unions. Learn about Reality Fairs & Access FREE Resources 
 

CU Philanthropy Toolkit & Credit Union Foundations Network 
The National Credit Union Foundation’s updated version of its Philanthropy Tookit for credit unions, available for free here, is 
designed to help credit unions maximize their community impact and align philanthropic activities to strategic objectives. Learn 
about strategic philanthropy, public vs. private foundations, funding charitable initiatives, and more. 
 
A networking group for credit union leaders that are managing, leading, or looking to launch a grant-making foundation in 
association with their credit union.  CUs from throughout the country gather for monthly virtual meetings to discuss their work. 
Join their LinkedIn group here. 
 

Financial Well-Being Practitioners 
The National Credit Union Foundation hosts a networking group in its FinHealth Hub where credit union staff can share ideas, ask 
questions, and interact at virtual meetings or online. Topics include financial coaching/counseling, financial education 
presentations, incorporating financial health throughout CU, and more! 
 
 
    

 

2025 Events & Important Dates 
 

August 27 Golf Outing – Bliss Creek Golf Course (Sugar Grove) 
Get together with us for a fun-filled golf scramble! 

October 24 Annual Raffle Drawing – Hilton Chicago & Towers 
Live drawing is held in the Exhibit Hall 

November 19 ICUF Exploring Why Workshop (Springfield) 
Calling all Credit Union Enthusiasts – join us for a fantastic 1-Day Workshop to dig into principles and philosophy! 

January 1 to 
December 31 

Foundation’s Annual Support Campaign 
Our most important fundraiser which provides unrestricted support to the Foundation – donations accepted year-round 

 

ICU Foundation Board of Directors 
Chair – Michelle Balog, NuMark CU 
Vice-Chair – Kerriann Mills, BCU 
Secretary/Treasurer – Susan Toalson McGinty, U of I Community CU 
Lou Bicanic, Midwest Members CU 
Janel Cabadas, Earthmover CU 

mailto:melanie.murphy@icul.com
https://www.icul.com/member-resources/icu-foundation/credit-union-support/
https://www.icul.com/member-resources/icu-foundation/financial-well-being-for-all/programs/
https://www.ncuf.coop/files/NCUF-Philanthropy-Toolkit.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fgroups%2F9047440%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Murphy%40ICUL.COM%7C0582b33147fd4fc9f23408dd3a76e81c%7C31a0eadc9f6b416293f3b5887f1db82c%7C0%7C0%7C638731004561495236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UkVJ%2BLYlk3Vmm5YPgWUcyNVj50XBF1doG%2B551z%2BotSg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ncuf.coop/finhealth-hub/


Dr. Joronda Crawford, Israel Methcomm FCU 
Mark Dietrich, Revity CU 
John Fiore, Consumers CU 
Hope Garrett, Education Personnel FCU 
Tom Pierce, Access CU 
Amber Scott, 1st MidAmerica CU 
 
Ex Officio Directors: 
Libby Calderone, ICUL President/CEO 
Joe Kregul, ICUL Board Chair 
Michael Abraham, ICUL Board Vice-Chair 
Jose Garcia, ICUL Board Treasurer 
Pete Fauth, ICUL Board Secretary 
 

Foundation Staff 
Melanie Murphy, Executive Director 
 

1807 W Diehl Rd, Naperville, IL 60563 
630-983-3400 
illinoiscufoundation.com 
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